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control or censorship or official coercion of
any kind and where freedom of the press is
protected by the rule of law;

Whereas independent radio and television
stations and independent newspapers in Ser-
bia have recently been subjected to restric-
tions, harassment, intimidation, and closure;

Whereas the internationally respected hu-
manitarian and philanthropic organization,
the Soros Foundation, has been denied the
legal authorization to function in Serbia,
and one of the principal activities of the
Soros Foundation in Serbia has been to pro-
vide assistance for regular publication and
distribution of independent daily, weekly,
and local newspapers and to provide equip-
ment and technical assistance to independ-
ent radio and television outlets; and

Whereas parliamentary elections will take
place in Serbia in the near future and the ex-
istence of free and independent news media
is essential to the proper functioning of
democratic elections: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) deplores the recent actions of the gov-
ernment of Serbia that restrict freedom of
the press and freedom of expression and ham-
per civic organizations and democratic oppo-
sition groups;

(2) deplores the actions of the government
of Serbia in revoking the legal registration
of the Soros Foundation, which therefore
prevents the Foundation from further activ-
ity in Serbia, and commends the Soros Foun-
dation for its past activities in Serbia and
elsewhere in support of freedom of the press,
freedom of expression, and the development
of democratic institutions;

(3) calls upon the government of Serbia to
remove immediately those restrictions
against the independent press and against
independent radio and television stations, to
remove immediately restrictions that have
hampered free activity by civic organiza-
tions and democratic opposition groups, and
to restore immediately the right of the Soros
Foundation to operate fully in Serbia;

(4) declares that United States economic
and other assistance for Serbia and United
States support for full participation of Ser-
bia in international financial institutions
should be conditioned on the full functioning
of independent news media, civic organiza-
tions, and democratic opposition groups; and

(5) requests that the President and the Sec-
retary of State convey to appropriate offi-
cials of the governments of Serbia, including
President Slobodan Milosevic, the Prime
Minister, and the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, this expression of the views of the Con-
gress.
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to Mr. John F. Grimes, a good
friend of mine from Pittston, PA. This Sunday,
Jack will be honored as the 1996 Man of the
Year at the annual St. Patrick’s Day Banquet
of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick. I am
pleased to have been asked to recognize Jack
as he is awarded this honor.

Mr. Speaker, Jack Grimes is a man of great
wisdom and is certainly worthy of being
named the Friendly Sons’ Man of the Year. He
was born in Pittston and has lived there all of
his life. In 1942, after graduating from St. John
the Evangelist High School, Jack began a 21-

year career with the Lehigh Valley Railroad.
Within just a few years of beginning his career
with the railroad, Jack was appointed assistant
division engineer and became the youngest
person ever to be assigned to that position of
responsibility. During his career, Jack earned
two professional licenses: surveyor and civil
engineer.

Although Jack remained very committed to
his job, he made community service a major
part of his life. He served as the president of
the Lions Club of Pittston, and has been a
lector and usher at St. Mary’s Church. He has
also contributed to the city of Pittston by serv-
ing as both secretary and president of the
planning commission. He has served the com-
mission for over 30 years.

Knowing of Jack’s commitment to his com-
munity, his colleagues called on him to be the
executive director of the Pittston Chamber of
Commerce. During his tenure, Jack reac-
tivated the Pittston Area Industrial Develop-
ment Authority as a subsidiary function of the
chamber. He has aggressively campaigned to
bring new industry to the region, and has
helped publicize Pittston’s strongest assets to
companies seeking to relocate in the city. Jack
Grimes has become a valuable partner with
local, county, and State officials who diligently
work to revitalize the Greater Pittston area.

Since he became involved with the chamber
of commerce, Jack has helped to bring nearly
three thousand jobs to the Greater Pittston
area. Although many people would be satis-
fied with this accomplishment, Jack believes in
going the extra mile. He wants to continue the
campaign to revitalize the city, and plans to
market the Pittston area on the World Wide
Web. I am sure that Jack’s involvement with
this project will result in the continuation of
Pittston’s development.

Another distinguished leader will present the
award to Jack. This individual is my good
friend, His Excellency John McCarthy, Ambas-
sador of Australia. When I learned Jack was
being honored, I contacted Ambassador
McCarthy to ask him if he would present the
award. Always gracious, the Ambassador ac-
cepted my invitation and agreed to visit
Pittston for this special event. The Ambas-
sador’s strong ties to the large Irish population
that exists in Australia make him one of the
most appropriate leaders to present this award
to Jack.

Mr. Speaker, Jack Grimes embodies the
leadership qualities that the Friendly Sons
honor each year, I applaud their decision to
choose Jack as the 1996 Man of the Year. On
behalf of the people of Pittston, I extend my
deepest appreciation to Jack Grimes for a life-
time of commitment to promoting industrial
and business development throughout his
community.
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Mr. NETHERCUTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to

honor Air Force Capt. Scott F. O’Grady, who
today received the Purple Heart, the Bronze
Star, and the Air Force Commendation Medal
at a special ceremony at the Pentagon.

Scott’s heroism and courage during his 6
days in hiding in hostile Bosnian territory after

his F–16 was shot down by a Serb missile
made him an immediate celebrity upon his re-
turn to the United States. Americans were riv-
eted by the story of his avoiding detection by
armed patrols and using basic survival tech-
niques to stay alive for 6 days without food
and water before his ultimate rescue by a
group of courageous Marines from the U.S.S.
Kearsage.

On Friday, June 2, 1995, Scott was piloting
his F–16 Falcon in a routine combat air patrol
with another F–16 as part of the NATO oper-
ation to enforce a no-fly zone over Bosnia.
Suddenly, he detected missiles aimed at him
from the ground and took evasive maneuvers.
One missile exploded between the two planes,
but the second one scored a direct hit on
Scott’s plane, forcing him to eject. Dazed from
the force of his abrupt separation from the air-
craft and suffering burns from the explosion,
Scott parachuted to the ground where Bosnian
Serb troops were already searching for him.

Quickly gathering his wits, he pressed his
body to the ground to avoid discovery. He
then used his survival training to collect dew
for drinking water and gather grasses and in-
sects for food. He stayed alive with only these
things for 6 long days and was able to move
around only at night. When the rescue team
arrived on Thursday, they found him ex-
hausted yet unbowed by his ordeal.

I had the pleasure of meeting this young
man when he returned to the United States for
a hero’s welcome that included a ceremony
with President Clinton and Secretary Perry. He
was exceedingly modest about his exploits
and full of praise for his rescuers.

I believe that Scott embodies the qualities
for which Americans are respected around the
world, namely dedication to duty, belief in
God, rugged individualism, and a never-say-
die spirit that keeps us going even when we
fear that all is lost.

I am proud of this native son of the State of
Washington, who hails from my hometown of
Spokane. I wish him congratulations and best
wishes for the future.
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Mr. WALSH Mr. Speaker, though in the
course of Irish history there have been many
extraordinary years, surely the time since the
Friends of Ireland’s last St. Patrick’s Day
statement must be labeled one of significance.

With the exhilaration of hope, we partici-
pated on the heels of a year-long cease fire in
the march toward peace. We joined the his-
toric visit to Northern Ireland by President Bill
Clinton, the first by a sitting U.S. President.
Our bipartisan congressional delegation met
with political leaders in Northern Ireland and in
the Republic. We carried a message of peace
from Speaker NEWT GINGRICH.

A month ago we were shocked by the inter-
ruption of that peace, and the resumption of
violence by one group. We were shocked, be-
cause we had come to believe in the possibil-
ity of a permanent peace.

Now we are again heartened by a promise
to convene all-party talks on June 10.
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